54 P. C. Stopped At Eighth Grade £ * 

County Adults To Be Taught How To Read And Write 


Classes in basic reading and 
writing for adults will begin 
Monday at church and commu- 
nity halls throughout the county. 

The classes are being offer- 
ed by the Board of Education 
under a $20,000 federal grant. 

A recent survey showed that 
370 people in Frederick County 
had no formal education and 
54 per cent of the population 
here has no education beyond 
the Eighth Grade. 

The need for basic education 
among adults is varied, from 35 
per cent in Braddock to 70 per 
cent in Lewistown, the survey 
showed. Braddock was the only 
election district in Frederick 
County with a percentage of 


educated adults above the state 
average. 

The adult education program 
will start here Monday with 
seven classes for 50 adults in 
Bartonsville, Buckeystown and 
Frederick City. 

The adult education classes 
will consist of two hour - long 
sessions twice a week for 20 
weeks. On completion of the 
course, the students will have 
an average eighth grade educa- 
tion in reading and writing. 

Harold E. Reiley, adult edu- 
cation supervisor directing the 
program, says one of the worst 
problems is preserving the an- 
onymity of adults taking these 
courses No one 25 years of age 


or -older wants to admit be can- 
not read or write as well as an 
Eighth Grade child, Reiley said. 

For this reason, the exact lo- 
cations of the classes are notj 
being revealed, except to the 
students. Classes are being held 
in church halls and community 
halls, where people would gath- 
er for other reasons, rather than 
in school buildings. 

Reiley says only 50 of the 
more than 3,000 people in Fred- 
erick County which the survey 
showed had completed only four 
grades of school or less have 
volunteered so far to take these 
courses. 

But he says he hopes the bene- 
fits of the course can be ex- 


panded by word of mouth in 
the next term. 

Qualified teachers have been 
employed to conduct this pro- 
gram. They are paid under the 
$20,000 federal aid grant. The 
county’s share of $2,222 is being 
supplied entirely in goods and 
services of the school system, 
Reiley says. 

“If we can show these first 
50 adults the value of obtaining 
at least an Eighth Grade educa- 
tion, we should be able to go on 
to bring the entire population of 
Frederick County up to a mini- 
mum eighth grade education,” 
the adult education supervisor 
said. 



